
January 2013 Newsletter  Teacher Feature     

An Annapolis native, Sharon Simon grew up in a musical household.  There was 

always music making in the home, though neither of her parents were musicians.  

Family gatherings always ended with different family members breaking out the 

guitar, ukuleles and piano and filling the house with song.  When Sharon was not 

performing in a musical theatre production, her parents would take her to see shows 

at the Colonial Players or the Annapolis Summer Garden Theatre, often stopping in at 

Marmaduke’s Pub in Eastport to hear Dick Gessner accompany local vocalists.  

There was always music playing in the home during daily activities, from her fathers’ 

extensive record collection. 

As a child, Sharon took piano lessons with Cecelia Wyatt.  The relationship with Mrs. 

Wyatt and her family has had a significant impact on Sharon’s life.  It is through 

Cecelia’s family that Sharon met her husband Ira.  Her daughter Sophia currently studies piano with Mrs. Wyatt as 

well.  Sharon attending Annapolis High School and Anne Arundel Community College before transferring to Boston 

College where she completed her degree in English.  It was in Boston that Ira and Sharon met, married and started 

their family.   

Sharon would attend playgroups with their first child, Sophia.  She would always be the one to lead the group sing-a-

longs.  A mom in her playgroup told her about this program called Music Together, and thought Sharon would be a 

wonderful teacher. Sharon attended the teacher training with none other than Dr Lili Levinowitz one of MT’s founders 

and soon after started teaching with Music Together Cambridge/Brookline.  She loved how she was able to be a stay 

at home mom, and tap into her love of music.  Shortly after she was invited to join a band Vanessa Trien and the 

Jumping Monkeys with another Music Together teacher.  This experience was enhanced as her husband Ira played 

bass.   

While Sharon enjoyed living in the Boson area, she always dreamed of returning to Maryland, to the Annapolis area, 

and to family.  A few years back she and her family made the move and currently reside in Severna Park.  There was 

so much that this area afforded her growing up that she wanted to impart to her children.  Sophia (age 12) loves to 

sing and dance like her mom and in addition to her piano studies, is a competitive gymnast.  Max (age 9) loves the 

sciences and is learning to play the violin.  They both attend local schools in Severna Park.   

The things that Sharon loves about teaching Music Together:  “I love to watch children, as well as their parents in their 

‘ah-ha’ moments”, “the joyfulness of having created something special where people walk away feeling good about 

themselves and the time that was shared, and of course the hugs”. 

One pretty cool antidote involves Sharon’s childhood dream of growing up to be Shirley Temple and to perform on a 

Broadway stage.  While attending a Broadway performance with her mom and sister, she became aware of a silent 

auction being held by a non-profit Broadway Cares.  One item being auctioned caught her attention.  She won the bid 

and a walk-on role in a Broadway performance of Rent.   It was an experience of a lifetime, and she had fulfilled a 

childhood dream of appearing on a Broadway stage.   

 


